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MEDICAL EDUCATION AND INSTITUTIONS 

Art. VIII. An Account of the Origin, Progress, and Present State 
of the Medical School of Paris. 

(Continued from Volume VIII. page 418.) 

In our preceding communications we presented to the readers of 

this Journal an historical account of the medical school of Paris as 
wel! as an outline of its present organization, and promised to offer 
n subsequent essays a sketch of the plan of instruction adopted 

deeming, ^ “ " f electln S P rofessor8 - It is with the view of re¬ 
deeming his p.edge that we have undertaken the present essay. But 
efore entering on the subject more particularly before us, we must 

«f tte°sThooUMi a W ° riJs on the building in which the lectures 
ut the school of Medicine of that city are delivered 

sulrv P 'Ir WaSOrisina "? b-iU for and occupied by the school of 
Zri t r r , COmmenced ln the If69, on the designs of tl.e 

SC £ £C Gondou ' n ’. and completed seventeen years after. The 
school of surgery having, in consequence of the law of the 18th of 
l7 * !"“ abolished > the building was left unoccupied un-^ 

which 9 h6 h Was transferred t0 the schot>1 of health, or medicine, 
hich, as we have seen, was reorganized on the 14th Frimaire of 

lat year. It is a noble edifice of stone, built in a quadrangular form 
and inclosing a large court of about sixty feet in depth and°one hun 
dred in breadth. The front of the entire building, on the street is 
near y two hundred feet in extent. The wings or sides of the quid- 
angle are united to each other in front by means of a peristyle^on- 
sisting of four rows of Ionic columns, supporting a long covered gal- 

7’ "LfV 15 ,ocated a P artof the anatomical museum of the^a- 
culty. The front of the transverse building at the bottom of the court 
ccess to wh,ch is obtained by means of a passage situated in till 
centre of the colonnade and closed by an iron-grated door, is hand 
somely ornamented with six fine Corinthian pillars, of rather laree 
imensions, and supporting a triangular pediment, on which Bernier 
has sculptured the allegory of the union of theoretical and practical 

tionffd, tnlnSVerSe buildiD S- which constitutes the mainpor- 

tion of the edifice, is situated the large anatomical lecture room, or am- 

p *»r. 
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circle, and is disposed in a convenient manner, are found four medal¬ 
lions, containing portraits of J. Pitard, A. Pare, G. Maheschal, 
and J. de la Peyronie, all of whom, as is probably known to our 
readers, were surgeons of great celebrity. The room is moreover or¬ 
namented with fresco paintings by Gibelin, and with busts of La- 
martiniere and of La Peyronie, by Lemoine. Upon the wall oppo¬ 
site the president’s or professor’s chair, is the following inscription: 

“Ad cidcs hnminum prises amphithcatrapatebant; 

Ut longum discant viycre, nostra patent.” 

The room is sufficiently spacious to accommodate twelve hundred 
students. Extensive as this may appear to those unacquainted with 
the medical school of Paris, it will doubtless cease to be regarded so, 
when it is stated that the students in that city far exceed that num’- 
ber. Indeed, viewing the unprecedented size of the class, it may be 
affirmed with propriety that the room in question is too small; for 
though the students do not all attend the different lectures at the 
same time—though few of the lecturers generally attract a large au¬ 
dience, and though, in consequence, the benches are far froinbeing 
always well filled, yet on some occasions the room is not only 
crowded to excess, but even a number of students are unable to gain 
admittance. In the council room, in which the faculty holds its 
meetings, and which is situated at the angle formed by the junction 
of the central building with one of the wings, there are many busts of 
the most celebrated French anatomists and surgeons. But the chief 
ornament of this room consists of the famous painting of Girodet, re¬ 
presenting Hippocrates in the act of rejecting the presents of’the 
king of Persia. The rest of the lower floor is laid out in offices and 
lecture rooms. 

On the upper floor of the left wing, as you enter, is placed the li¬ 
brary of the faculty; while on the corresponding floor of the right 
wing, and in the covered gallery connecting the two side buildings, 
is located the museum. The former is composed of the books of the 
old faculty, of the Royal Society of Medicine, of the Royal Acade¬ 
my of Surgery, and of the old school of surgery. The collection thus 
formed was enlarged by purchases made by the faculty, from its re¬ 
storation in 1794 to the moment of its suppression in 1823; and since 
that period by means of funds appropriated for that purpose by the 
university. The number of volumes at present amounts to about 
thirty thousand. The collection consists of works in the Greek, La¬ 
tin, Arabic, French, German, English, Italian, Spanish, and Russian 
languages, principally on medicine and its accessory branches. They 
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are well arranged and classed in the following order: 1st Medicine 
properly so called. 2d. Surgery. 3d. Obstetrics. 4th. Natural 
Philosophy, oth. Chemistry. 6th. The different branches of na¬ 
tural history. Besides those on the preceding subjects, there are some 
works in the various departments of Greek, Latin, and French lite¬ 
rature, books of travels and many other subjects having but an indi¬ 
rect relation with the science of medicine. The library likewise con¬ 
tains numerous manuscripts of ancient physicians of celebrity, com¬ 
mentaries in the hand writing of the Deans of the old faculty of medi¬ 
cine, from 1324 to 1786, the archives of the Royal Society of Medicine, 
of the Royal Academy, and of the old school of Surgery. 

The library is opened three times a week during the hours of lec¬ 
tures from 10 to 2. On these occasions, every one who wishes to 
read or consult any of the works contained there, is at liberty to ap¬ 
ply; but the books must be returned as soon as no longer wanted, and 
are never allowed to be taken out without special leave from the li¬ 
brarian. On the otlier days of the week, Sundays excepted, those 
only who have obtained a ticket from the librarian, are allowed to en¬ 
ter and make use of the books oniy from 11 to 1 o’clock They 
consist of the pupils of the JJcole Pratique and of candidates who have 
passed the fourth examination. On these days the library is thinly 
occupied, but on the public days the principal hall is usually filled 
with students and others. They observe the strictest silence and be¬ 
have with great decorum. It is admitted that the hall in which the 
library is principally situated, though joined to several smaller rooms, 
one of which is made use of as the office of the chief librarian, is too 
small to accommodate the number of volumes already collected, to¬ 
gether with those left to the establishment by M. Bidault de Vil- 
liehs, as well as the crowd of students who assemble there to make 
their respective researches. Hence it has been decided, within a few 
years, to appropriate for the use of the library, independently of the 
rooms it now occupies, those in which the museum is placed, as soon 
as the latter is translated into the apartments which are bein'* pre¬ 
pared for it in the adjoining building. When this arrangements ef¬ 
fectuated, there will be sufficient space for displaying and classing in a 
desirable manner all the books; and it is to be hoped that suitable 
funds will be appropriated by the faculty, the university, or govern¬ 
ment, for the purpose of enlarging the collection, and of enrichin-* 
it by the purchase of medical works in living foreign languages— 
a department in which it is very deficient. It is to be hoped also? that 
the learned societies in France will be forced to present their publi- 
cations to tins useful establishment, and that the professors of the 
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faculty, iu order to set a good example, will no longer refuse, astliev 
have but too often done, to enlarge the collection with copies of their 
own works. It remains to remark, in reference to the subject before 
us, that this establishment is confided to the care of a chief librarian 
and of one or two assistants. The former, Dr. Maomahon, is the son 
of an Irish gentleman, but a Frenchman by birth. He speaks the 
English language very fluently, and is extremely well read in medi¬ 
cine. But these are not his only claims to our regard, for we could 
with difficulty point out an individual who combines in a higher de¬ 
gree all the qualities of the perfect gentleman. Dr. Macmahon’s 
piincipal assistant is Dr. Bayle, the author of several works of consi¬ 
derable merit He is one of the aggreges of the faculty, and a mem¬ 
ber of the board of editors of the ltevue Medicale. 

As regards the museum it will not be necessary to enter into many 
details, inasmuch as it is not in our power to say much in its favour. 
It occupies five rooms, one of which, situated in the covered gallery 
we have already alluded to, is very large. The preparations, which 
consist of specimens of heal thy and morbid anatomy, instruments of 
surgery and natural philosophy, and objects of natural history, are 
arranged in the following order:— 

The first or large hall contains all such preparations as are neces¬ 
sary for illustrating the composition and structure of the human body 
in every possible point of view—bones of all sizes and of all ages, 
healthy and diseased—injections of arteries, veins, and lymphatics— 
preparations of myology, splanchnology, and the nervous centres and 
cords, in health and disease—wax models of various parts of the body- 
in health—specimens of comparative anatomy—monstrous foetuses— 
mummies, &c. In the second room is found a fine collection of sur¬ 
gical instruments, new and old. The third room contains a tolerably 
full collection of wax preparations, representing various pathologi¬ 
cal changes in the tissues and organs, and a few of healthy parts. 
They were made by Pinson, Laumonier, Jules Cloquet, and Du¬ 
pont. In the same room are also found casts of the heads of the prin¬ 
cipal criminals executed within the precincts of the royal courts of 
Paris and Versailles; the skulls of several of these individuals are 
placed in the first room. 

. "^ Ie f° ur th room contains a rich collection of articles of the mate¬ 
ria medica. The number of these amounts to upwards of seven hun¬ 
dred, and the specimens are for the most partgood. The fifth room 
contains the collection of instruments of natural philosophy used in 
the demonstrations of the professor of that branch. This cabinet, to 
which the public is not admitted, is said to be the best in Paris. On 
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the whole it may be said, that the anatomical museum of the faculty 
though nch in many departments, is rather deficient in preparations 
of morbid parts, and is not arranged and kept with that decree of 
neatness and cleanliness so desirable in establishments of the kind In 
both these respects it is vastly inferior to the Hunterian and other 
museums of London. It is open for the public on Mondays, Wed¬ 
nesdays, and Fridays, from 10 to 2 o’clock. On Tuesdays, Thurs 
days, and Saturdays, the pupils of the Ecole Pratique, as well as the 
candidates for the first and second examinations, are alone admitted 
trom 10 to 1 o’clock. 

Of the other establishments connected with the school of medicine, 
we s all speak in detail in some future communication,' but to what 
has just been said relatively to the main edifice of the school, it will be 
proper to add, that in a contiguous building, the librarian, the dean, 
ice. have apartments, furnished to them free of expense by the faculty 
and in which they reside. 

From this digression we turn to the main object of the present ar- 
ticle, commencing with the course of study, which the aspirant to the 
doctorate must go through. It is necessary to premise, that the fol¬ 
lowing remarks apply equally well to all the medical faculties of 
France. In order to be entitled to a diploma, the candidate must 
urmsh certificates, proving that he has complied, prior to his com¬ 
mencing the study of medicine, with certain prerequisites: for ex- 
ample, that he has obtained the degrees of bachelor of letters and 
of bachelor of sciences. To receive the former, he must have been 
examined, and have been found competent on, the following branches- 
—Greek literature, Latin eloquence, Latin poetry, French eloquence 
French poetry, philosophy, history of philosophy, ancient and modern 
history, ancient and modern geography. 

To obtain the second of these degrees—that of bachelor of sciences 
the candidate must have answered in a satisfactory manner on 
mathematics, natural philosophy, chemistry, zoology,' botany, and 
mineralogy. After obtaining those degrees, and presenting his cer¬ 
tificate of birth, the written authorization of his father, or if he be a 
minor, of his tutor or guardian, to his engaging in the pursuits of the 
medical profession, a certificate of correct and moral behaviour; after 
presenting these, and furnishing a security, ifhis father or guardian do 
not reside in the place, any individual may present himself with a view 
of commencing the study of medicine, and is admitted to take his first 
inscription. These inscriptions consist in placing one’s name on a 
register kept for that purpose, and receiving a certificate attesting the 
tact This ceremony is gone through every three months; and in 

31* 
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order to be entitled to present himself as a candidate for the doctorate, 
the student must have received sixteen inscriptions; from which it 
follows, that the term required by law for the prosecution of profes¬ 
sional studies, before the degree of doctor in medicine, or doctor 
in surgery is conferred, is four complete years; unless, however, 
these studies have been prosecuted in a secondary school. In such 
cases, the terra required is six years, and it is in the same way obli¬ 
gatory upon the student, previously to have obtained the degrees al¬ 
ready noticed-of bachelor of letters, and bachelor of sciences. 

Inscriptions received in one medical faculty arc of equal value 
in all the other faculties of the kingdom, provided, however, they 
are accompanied with a certificate of correct behaviour, from the 
ean of the faculty, or from die academical council, where they 
have been received. The first inscription can only be taken out 
at the commencement of the scholastic year. The royal council 
authorizes it sometimes to be taken out in the quarter, com¬ 
mencing in January, when satisfactory reasons for not doing other¬ 
wise have been alleged by die student; but under no pretext is lie 
allowed to commence his studies in the third quarter. The inscriptions 
must be taken out in regular succession; unless the reasons assigned 
for not doing so, are held satisfactory by the faculty. A student 
who takes out an inscription for one of his comrades, loses all his 
own. The inscriptions received as aspirant to the title of officer of 
health, cither in a primary or secondary school, are counted for the 
doctorate, provided the candidate presents, before the 13th, his 
diplomas of bachelor of sciences and bachelor of letters. But the 
diploma of officer of health is not admitted as a substitute for inscrip¬ 
tions in a faculty, if the studies required for obtaining said diploma 
have not been made in a primary or secondary school. The courses 
of lectures given by medical societies cannot supply the place, in 
order to obtain inscriptions, of those given by legally established 
schools. Military surgeons of the second and third classes, who have 
been employed in the armies, can avail themselves of their services 
for the purpose of dispensing with the inscriptions; or if they have 
attended the medical lectures delivered in the military and naval 
hospitals of instruction, (but in no other hospital,) each of these years 
of study are received as equivalent for one spent in attendance on a 
special school. If a young man, after taking out a certain number 
of inscriptions m a faculty, is called upon for his services in the 
army, he cannot, on Ins return, avail himself of the inscriptions allowed 
im gratuitously for those services, however numerous they may be, 
for any other purpose than to complete those he was in need of, prior 
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to his departure. Students residing in cities r ... 

medicine are established, cannot avail themselves Z th" w-° f 
they have made in hospitals, with private teachers or S . tud ** 8 
school, without having taken out the inscrintions r V6n the 
the period of those studies, unless thev can nrnve l rrcs P ondin g to 
tificates obtained from competent auth > oritie S P that iu-T- M ° f Ce . r ‘ 
for them to comply with that regulation, ^ei under l ? 05 ' 6 

stances, only four inscriptions are allowed them Neverth . m ' 
exception is made in favour of those nunils who w ^ , 

this predicament, have gained premiums in the Lultiesf P “ 

taught in the medLTfacIi'lty of pirlslliulted Seem ‘‘unl^ 

W ' e th hatin' 311 l 'f' a " d ’ 

quired to attend Ypt »i • u .x 1 e * ec * ures he is re¬ 

forced to attend the lectures andan th\ n ° student . is actually 
is to take out his inscrintions at tlw> ^ ' S - re< l uired to do, 

where he dfems^blsT 5^“'"*® r ° 0m ’ and seek his ^“"ledge 

.. 

AssSSSS™-™ 

and summer courses Thp 7 ^ " 1 ed ‘ nt ° two scts —‘he winter 

part of November-The Z -Tv C ° mmeDCeS usua11 ^ in the early 

until the end of August The foil es . lnnm ? of A P rd > and continues 
August. The following will afford an idea of the 
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distribution of the courses during the winter and summer sessions of 
the four years of the studies, drawn up by an arrete of the royal 
council, in 1820. 

First Year. — Winter. —Anatomy, Physiology, Chemistry Sum¬ 
mer.— Medical Natural Philosophy, or Hygiene, Surgical Pathology, 
Botany. 

Second Year.— Winter. —Anatomy, Physiology, Operative Sur¬ 
gery.— Summer. —Medical Natural Philosophy, or Hygiene, Phar¬ 
macy, Surgical Pathology, Surgical Clinic. 

Third Year.— Winter.— Materia Medica, Medical Clinic.— 
Summer. —Operative Surgery, Surgical Clinic, Medical Pathology. 

Fourth Year.— Winter.— Medical Clinic, History of Medicine. 
—Summer —Surgical Pathology, Legal Medicine, Clinic at the 
Hospice de Perfectionnement, Midwifery. 

Since the period at which this arrangement was made, some changes, 
occasioned by the organization of the school, have been effected inthe 
distribution of the courses. The following list, showing the courses 
delivered in the winter and in the summer sessions, though not quite 
satisfactory, since it does not indicate the lectures that must be at¬ 
tended in each year by the student, is copied from the Almanach Ge¬ 
neral de Medecine, for 1830. 

Tfinter Lectures.— 1st, Anatomy; 2d, Physiology; Sd, Medical 
Chemistry; 4th, Surgical Pathology; 5th, Medical Pathology; 6th, 
Operative Surgery and Dressings; rth, Surgical Clinic; 8th, Medical 
Clinic; 9th, Obstetric Clinic. 

Summer l.ectures. —1st, Medical Natural Philosophy; 2d, Hy¬ 
giene; 3d, Medical Natural History; 4th, Midwifery; 5th, Surgical 
Pathology; 6th, Medical Pathology; rth, Pharmacologia; 8th, Thera¬ 
peutics; 9th, Medical Jurisprudence; 10th, Surgical Clinic; 11th, 
Medical Clinic; 12th, Obstetric Clinic. 

From this it will be perceived that all the clinics, as well as 
medical and surgical pathology, are taught both in winter and 
summer. These double courses are not, however, obligatory in both 
seasons, but have been arranged in that way with a view to accom¬ 
modate those students who feel disposed to attend them during sum¬ 
mer instead of winter, and who have thereby more time to devote 
to anatomy and the other branches. 

In old times three grades or titles were successively conferred on 
the candidate for the high honours of the profession; these grades 
were the baccalaureate, the license, and the doctorate. Each of 
them was conferred after a fixed period of studies, and after particular 
examinations and ceremonies; and before being raised to the doc- 
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torate, it was of indispensable necessity for every individual to have 
passed through the two first. These grades were not conferred by 
the same authont.es; those of bachelor and licentiate in medicine 
being obtained from the chancellor of the university and that „r l 
tor from the faculty of the school where the individual had prosecuted 

modified* 8 " 1, ° f ' time ’ howCTer ’ this arrangement was 

modified, and the faculties assumed the right of conferring all their 

honours; or more properly speaking, of recommending those candi- 

toTe ct J h ““ ght f Cntltle i d t0 either ° f ‘he grades we have mentioned 
to the chancellor; for to him devolved the exclusive privilege, in all 

cases, of conferring degrees. When the downfall of all the establish¬ 
ments of public instruction was effected by the early revolutionarv 
governments, the plan of which we have just spoken^ was nlcessa- 
r ly abandoned; for, as we shall have occasion to show in a more par¬ 
ticular manner at some future period, all practitioners of medicine 
being placed on the same level, and neither knowledge nor gradua¬ 
te being any longer obligatory, the different grades in theeofes 
sion became useless, and were of course no longer sought after. So 
soon, however, as sonic order had been reestablished in die practice of 

to the formation of the uSS th^old T 
was revived in the five faculties of’which that Establishment'wafTot 

faculties aftei- 6 ^bbc* examination^ r and 0I (iublic^ acts!. l,S 'They^did^no C 

confer the rank or title of member of the university, but were req”? 

the n| ef ° rc “ lndl c ldu , al COuld be cntitlcd to that honour. Whether 
the plan was ever fairly put into execution or not, we have not he 

means of ascertaining; but we believe it may be confidently affirmed 
that for many years past, perhaps ever since the restoration elv 
one grade, the doctorate, has been conferred. Such is the nlaE n ’ 

!£££?■* V S, '‘» ~ P—tly, thUgredetti"^ 
i. * b "' «■«< 
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quences; and it is impossible not to regret that it has been abandoned 
in France. By means of it the young man is brought frequently be¬ 
fore the professors who are the most proper—the only judges of his 
capacity and acquirements. He is stimulated to study by the desire, 
not only of acquitting himself in a creditable manner in presence 
of his teachers, of the exercises required of him before he can obtain 
the desired degree, but also of possessing a diploma, and of being held 
in esteem by the mass of his fellow students. Had the plan been per¬ 
severed in in France, these advantages could have been obtained 
without detriment to the profession, or to the sick in general; for the 
baccalaureate and license need not, under any circumstances, confer 
the privileges appertaining to the doctorate—that of practicing; and 

the student would have attached as much importance to the title_ 

would have sought after it with as much ardour—would have felt as 
much mortified had he failed in obtaining it, as if it really conferred 
those privileges, particularly as he would have known that the honour 
to which, by obtaining it, he had been thus raised, was a stepping- 
stone to the highest in the profession. The inconveniences resulting 
from the abandonment of the plan in question, are, it is true, some° 
what obviated by the multiplicity of examinations, and the period 
at which these are held. But a title and diploma go a great way with 
a young man, particularly in France, and the circumstance of pass¬ 
ing through an examination will never excite much emulation unless 
success in that examination is to lead to some distinction. 

Unlike what took place before the revolution, medical and surgi¬ 
cal instruction is now obtained in the same school. There are two 
sets of doctors—those in medicine, and those in surgery. The stu¬ 
dies required for these two varieties of the same grade are precisely 
the same, and the only difference in the mode of reception consists 
in some modifications in one or two of the examinations—the exami¬ 
ners being apprized, in due time, of the intention of the candidate 
to obtain the one or other of those degrees. But of this we shall 
speak more in detail presently. 

We now pass to the subject of the examinations. Before present¬ 
ing himself to these the pupil must of course have complied with 
every prerequisite for graduation, and must in particular present the 
diplomas of his degrees in letters and sciences. Nevertheless, officers 
of health, who have served in the capacity of military surgeons, as 
well as those who have taken out inscriptions in a secondary or in a 
military medical school prior to the 1st of January, 1823, are dispensed 
with presenting the diploma of bachelor of sciences. The degree of 
master of arts obtained in a foreign university, cannot supply the 
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place of that of bachelor of letters. Pupils who on the 1st of Janu¬ 
ary, 1826, had more than one inscription, were allowed, until the 
1st of January, 1827, the choice between two modes of examination 
Agreeably to the old mode, the pupil who had taken out sixteen in¬ 
scriptions was, at the expiration of the last quarter, allowed to offer 
himself as a candidate for the degree of doctor in medicine, on sub¬ 
mitting to five examinations and defending a thesis. Anatomy and 
physiology constituted the subjects of the first examination: patho¬ 
logy and nosology of the second; materia medica, chemistry, and 
pharmacy of the third. At the fourth examination the candidate was 
tried on hygiene and medical jurisprudence; while the fifth examina¬ 
tion was appropriated to the medical or surgical clinics, according as 
the candidate aspired to the degree of doctor of medicine or doctor 
ot surgery. 

Agreeably to the new mode, the subjects of the examinations are 
arranged in the following order:— 

1st. Examination three months after the eighth inscription.— Me- 
dical Natural History, Medical Natural Philosophy, Medical Che- 
mistrv, and Pharmacologia. 

2d. Examination three months after the tenth inscription.— Ana¬ 
tomy and Physiology. 

3d. Examination three months after the twelfth inscription—Me- 
uical and Surgical Pathology. 

4th. Examination three months after the fourteenth inscription— 
Hygiene, Legal Medicine, Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

5th. Examination three months after the sixteenth inscription— 
Medical Clinic, Surgical Clinic, Midwifery. 

Candidates who have undergone the examinations of the eighth, 
tenth, twelfth, fourteenth quarters, (trimestres,) are alone allowed to 
take out the tenth, twelfth, fourteenth, and sixteenth inscriptions. 

rom the 1st of November, 1829, every candidate without excep¬ 
tion have been compelled toundergotheirexaminationsagreeably to the 
preceding mode. These examinations are conducted by two professors 
and an aggrege. Each of them has an adjunct who supplies his place 
in case of his being absent The examinations take place for four 
candidates at one time, their names being registered according to al¬ 
phabetical order. They commence at one o’clock, and terminate at 
three; so that each candidate is examined during half an hour, or 
during ten minutes by each examiner. Whether the candidate be exa¬ 
mined agreeably to the old or to the new mode, he is required to hand 
in, at the fifth examination, tne details of six observations collected at 
the bed-side of the sick. Of these, four at least must have been collect- 
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ed in the clinics of the faculty, and their authenticity must be certi- 
fied by the professor. Candidates for the degree of doctor in medicine 
present the histones of four cases of internal, and two of surgical dis¬ 
eases, while those who aspire to the degree of doctor in sundry, are 
retired to furn.sh four of surgical, and two of internal diseases. 

f , Te "”rf teS are . C,aSSed , for their examinations, agreeably to 
he date of their inscriptions, and under no pretext is the name of 
the examiners communicated to them beforehand. 

makes anat ° my ^ P h y siolo S) r ’ the candidate 

nated to h n V* anatomical Preparation previously desig- 

cd and nhv 1 3 , SUbs6t ! Uent <la y he ansvve rs to several anatomi- 

cal and physiological questions, having a bearing on the nature of 

^etonoTti rat 'rn- 'r mai!e r and give3 3 demons ‘ration on the ske- 
fr rn . d i! re P ° f osteolo Sy- At the examination on ma- 
‘T“ t me ; 1,Ca ’ chemistry, and pharmacy, the candidate answers de¬ 
monstratively to the questions put to him on medicinal substances, 
the examination on internal and external pathology, (medical and 
surgical, is conducted in Latin. It takes place at one sitting The 
same holds ,n respect to the examination on hygieneand legal medicine, 
in which the candidate is required to write the formula of a report 
on a subject proposed at the moment. 1 

At the examination on the clinics, questions proposed beforehand 
arc drawn out by lots, (tirees au sort.) They have reference to fixed 
and well-known practical cases. To these questions the candidate 
must answer ,n Latin and in writing. With this view he repairs to 
the school, at least three hours prior to the examination, and there 
prepares his answer without the assistance of any one. In presence of 
the examiners he answers viva voce, in Latin, to all questions which 
ns own written answer may elicit. When the candidate aspires to 
ie degree of doctor of medicine, a greater number of medical than 
surgical questions arc proposed to him at this examination. The re¬ 
verse is the case when he wishes to obtain the degree of doctor of 
surgery. Under these circumstances he is moreover obliged to ner- 
orm on the dead body all the operations required, in soft and hard 
parts, for the cure of the diseases which form the object of the exa¬ 
mination. 

It occasionally happens that a candidate is found incompetent on 

particular branches and is required to attend to these for some 
time longer. In such case this extension of studies, and the exami¬ 
nations consequent upon it, must always, unless by special leave, 
take place in the same faculty. • 

When a candidate presents himself with the view of defend- 
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ing a thesis, after having undergone his examination- ; ,, 

of the French faculties, the president and the exam- 5 ” anot ler 
apprized of this circuinsfance. P “ m,ners must be 

After expressing, by inscribing his name on a renter kont r„. „ 
purpose, his intention of defending his thesis tlJ „„ r f , the 

a thesis, when distributed to the nubl.V i,„ r i 5511011111 

mmmim 

of time fixed by the royal council-arnl tbif f - • ^ > after a lapse 
academic punishments that maybe incurred’/" nf ° ther 
oblectionab.e principles contained in the^d ST* 
the tide page of the thesis must express the ohiiw „r *i , 
whether he aspires to th, doctoral, i„ ,„,,| ic „ li „ ' “ lh " r; 

unpublished medical observation can bo inserted in , N " 

».itt,„ approbation of th, pl„siei.„^»."" 
The dedication of these ™ Z.fLT 

aSSSli™"^ <N °’ ) thesis, 0 which 

To the University, 12-Rector, 1-General Inspectors o i> , 
Academy of Medicine, 1-Faculties of Montpellier and Stasft 
d-toja, Librar,, 1-Ei„, P|„siei.„ of the' 

2? Aggreg^s, 36 Argumentation, 6-Library of the SchooT s 
rcasurer, 1—Librarian, 1—Conservators of the Cabinets 1— Chi e 
of the Anatomical Works, 1-Chief of the Chemical Laboratory , 
n . t A r n" L, , branan ’ 1 ~ Assistant to the Conservator of the Cabi 

N'o. .xvm“?,r!e“' " r 6_CI ' ief ctCl ““' 
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Aid to the chemical department, 1—Aid to the botanical department, 
1—Bureau, 5—Dresser, 1—Collection in Reserve, 35. 

The same individual is engaged for the printing of all the theses; 
the form of these, the number of lines in each page, and the quality 
of the paper, are designated by the faculty, in order to ensure regu¬ 
larity in the execution of the rules just mentioned, and similarity in 
all the theses. 

The thesis is defended before the president of the board, several 
of the professors, and two aggreges. The act continues an hour. 
The president has no vote in the decision of the jury of examination, 
but may nevertheless take part in the deliberation. In case of an 
equal division of votes relative to the propriety of admitting the can¬ 
didate, the opinion of those in his favour is adopted. Every certifi¬ 
cate of capacity delivered by a faculty, must, before being converted 
into a diploma by the royal council, be approved by the rector, 
(whose office is filled at Paris by the dean,) and the certificate of ap¬ 
probation refers as much to the moral conduct as to the capacity of 
the candidate. The rector has consequently the right of refusing a 
diploma to one who does not merit it. The diploma is given by the 
grand master, who may suspend the delivery of it, referring this act 
to the council of state. He may also compel the candidate to go 
through his examinations a second time. 

Doctors in medicine who wish to obtain the title of doctor in sur¬ 
gery, and vice versa, are required to sustain a fifth examination, and 
defend a thesis on a surgical or medical subject, according to the 
nature of the degree they wish to obtain. They are at the same time 
obliged to pay one hundred francs for the fifth examination, one hun¬ 
dred and twenty francs for the sixth, or thesis, and one hundred 
francs for the seal of the university, making a total of three hundred 
and twenty francs. But a doctor in medicine is not allowed to 
present himself to the fifth examination for the doctorate in surgerv, 
before having defended his thesis in medicine, and the examiners 
must be apprized of his intention, of obtaining the one or other of 
these degrees, in their letter of convocation. 

French physicians or surgeons who have graduated in foreign uni¬ 
versities, or military officers of health, could formerly obtain with 
ease an exemption from the first four examinations. But since the 1st 
of January, 1815, this exemption is no longer allowed, except by 
means of a special ordonnance. By a decision of the faculty of 
Paris, dated 28th of February, 1822, studies made in foreign countries 
have been assimilated to those made in the secondary schools of 
France, provided, however, they have been made in well known Uni- 
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versitics, or in places where it is ascertained, that a complete course 
of medical instruction can be obtained. Nevertheless, physicians who 
have graduated out of France, occasionally obtain the above ex 
cmption, and even one from the fifth examination. I„ that case 
they are merely required to defend a thesis, and to pay two hundred 
and twenty francs—one hundred and twenty for the examination and 
one hundred for the seal. They may also obtain the two titles of doc¬ 
tor of medicine and doctor of surgery, by defending two theses and 
paying four hundred and forty francs. 

Pupils who have given proofs of capacity in the old schools, 
agreeably to the established rules, and who wish to exchange their 
cer lficates of provisional reception for a diploma, are obliged to de¬ 
clare whether they wish that of doctor in medicine or doctor in sur¬ 
gery. They may then obtain it by paying five hundred francs. 

No one we presume will refuse to admit that the preceding regu¬ 
lations are wise and just; yet we cannot help thinking, that the pro¬ 
fessors at 1 aris have shown rather too exalted an opinion of their 
worth, by assimilating studies made in foreign countries to those 
made in the secondary schools of France. Were this compliment 
levelled at our schools, or even at the English and Scotch schools, 
it would not be a matter of astonishment, because the quantum of 
instruction that may be derived in them is exceedingly limited when 
compared with that afforded in France. But it cannot prove very 
agreeable to the schools of Austria and Italy, where the course of 
studies, required for graduation, and placed within the reach of stu¬ 
dents, is, to say the least of it, as complete as at Paris itself. 

In terminating this account of the requisites for graduation, and of 
e regulations of the schools of Paris, it remains to state, 1st, that 
every mark of disrespect towards the dean or any of the professors, 
is punished by the loss, on the part of the offender, of one or two in¬ 
scriptions, or more severely if deemed necessary, and that, should the 
offence be repeated, it is punished by exclusion from the school dur¬ 
ing at least six months, or at most two years. 2d. That it is expressly 
forbidden to the students of a faculty, or of the various faculties of 
the same or of different orders, to form associations, without bavin* 
obtained permission to that effect from the authorities of the place” 

and apprised thercctorofthecircumstance. 3d. That students are also 

prohibited from acting or writing collectively, as if forming a legally 
constituted corporation or association. 4th. That every student who 
is convicted of taking part, under any pretext whatsoever, in illegal 
assemblies, in revolts, fights, &c. is erased from the register of “lie 
laculty ; his ticket of admission is at the same time withdrawn from him, 
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and lie is prohibited from attending the lectures. 5th. That the 
price of medical education in France amounts to one thousand francs, 
independently of the expenses of publication of the thesis. Of this 
sum, thirty francs are paid for each examination, except the sixth, (that 
ot thesis,) for which is paid sixty-five francs. The rest, or seven hun¬ 
dred and eighty-five francs, serve to defray the expenses of the sixteen 
inscriptions, for the first fifteen of which are paid fifty francs each, and 
or the sixteenth thirty-five francs. Besides these sums, one hundred 
irancs are charged for the seal of the diploma, and three francs for the 
use of the gown worn at the time of examinations, &c. 

Although the student may have paid for inscriptions at one of the 
secondary schools, he is obliged, if he wishes a diploma from one of 
the faculties, to pay the same sum demanded of other students who 
ha\e not obtained such inscriptions. 

'Ve have thus presented in as small a compass as possible, an out¬ 
line of the plan of medical instruction pursued in the three faculties 
of France, of the prerequisites for obtaining the title and rank of 
doctor of medicine and surgery, as well as the principal rules adopt¬ 
ed for the proper government of the school. It will immediately be 
perceived, that many of the latter are of local interest, and only ap¬ 
plicable to the state of society, to the character of the youths, and the 
nature of the government of France. Notwithstanding this, however, 
we do not know that some of them might not be adopted with advan¬ 
tage elsewhere, and even in this country. But, without insisting on 
the subject, we may be allowed to express the opinion, that the plan 
of instruction at present in operation in France, so far as regards the 
diversity of branches taught, the division of the studies in each year 
and each section of the full course, the number of the examinations, 
&c. is entitled to much commendation. We are not prepared at pre¬ 
sent to inquire whether some improvements might not be made in that 
plan—whethersomebranchesofminorvalueare not taught, whileothers 
of greater importance are not attended to; for the necessity of reform is 
generally admitted, and occupies still the attention of the government 
a nd of the profession at large. Yet such as it is, the plan in question is so 
far superior to that in force in our schools—the effectsof this superiority 
a. c so evident to every one who has been able to make the comparison 
between the graduates of both countries, and who is not biassed by pre- 
j udice, that were we called upon for advice by a young man about com¬ 
mencing the study of medicine, and were we able to select the place 
where he was to prosecute his studies, we would unhesitatingly give 
the preference to the schools of France over those of our own or of other 
countries, Germany excepted. We sincerely hope that the eyes of 
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our countrymen will, before many years have elapsed, be open on 
th ls important matter, and that the necessary reforms will be made in 
the plan of instruction actually in force among us. In nnkine these re¬ 
marks, it is far from our wish to disparage the merit, thHearnin" 
and the practical skill of American physicians. Indeed we are ourselves 

But leT hTm h Sted °r , thiS t0 harb ° Ur Such a '‘ ^tention 

Bullet them be candid, and say whether the greater part of the 

knowledge, theoretical and more particularly practical,'which the 

most distinguished among them possess, has not been acquired since 

y graduated, and often at the expense of human life? Whether 

SEnsiblc of the im perfection of their medical educa- 

f th'is de cie. ' Z ^ ° f 11,6 y0UDS P, ‘- VSician ’ the 

of this deficiency may be, and has fortunately been, often remedied 

-raduates C & d " S ,ndustl 7 is unfortunately seldom the lot of 

t ^ ad “ at ^ a p d painful as the confession maybe, we are forced to admit, 

the hnlf TO ° f . ° Ur y0UDS ph - Vsiciflns ’ after “'ey have received 

JI T ° f the d °, Ct0rate ’ d0 not stud y at all, or'do so only in a 

nofn „ 0 finf ann< ;- ; ~ tl,at . ! hCJ consc< l uen tly remain very deficient in 

schools of ’ 3 G VCry inferi ° r ‘° the Spates of the 

scnoois ot the European continent. 

As may have been perceived, medical education is only apparently 
the o P th"r CC5 altb ° Ugh lecturcs are dc livered gratuitously, and 
Zt Z Cnt ° n the StUdieS ’ as for direction, &c. are 

“ ‘ . V J e ‘ “; c ‘nsenptions are expensive, and tl.e amount paid for 
these, joined to the fees for examination and graduation, makes up^ 
suin equul, or nearly S o, to that which a medical diploma costs in this 
country. It ,s true that the sum, if divided by four-the number 
o years required for the studies, would make only about ttee 
ret rancs a year, (sixty dollars,) whereas the amount paid here 

If nrivat S,0n ° r Ur f ’ tlle CXpCDSe of graduation, of dissection, 

pm ate instruction, without which a student can hardly get alon°- 

wth credit to himself, if divided by two—the number of years of at’ 
tendance at the school required, would show a much larger annual dis- 

f”" 1 - r t, , U ° a '»°’ that the cx P enses of living are much less in 

.particularly at Montpellier and Strasburgh, than in our lar»e 
cities. Yet, notwithstanding all this, as the difference of fivin- four 

Inent Wth | W °’ '? t0 be takcn int0 accou,lt ’ as the sum annually 
‘ b hC ?' there for l,is '“structionand living, goes a-real 

fs tier" T “ mUCh krger ° ne With US: and “ the whole amount 
’ " r rr, ( M ereSard be '" S paid t0 this cause >) truly considerable, 

cheap ii U FrancI e “ th3t mediCaI CdUCati ° n is ““'y^ntly 

32* 
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, .. Tllis r dearness of medlcal education in France, joined to the impossi¬ 
bility of practising medicine or surgery lawfully without a diploma, and 
of getting admittance to the lectures without a ticket delivered only to 
regular students ortograduates, ensures ingeneral, (for some improper 
subjects will creep in every where,) a bar against the admission in the 
profession, of individuals who are not of respectable parentage, and 
who are not likely to become useful to the community and an honour to 
the profession. Add to this, that in order to be entitled to take out 
an inscription, it is necessary, as we have seen, that the student 
should be a graduate in two other faculties. This of course cannot 
be done without some expense, and further ensures in a powerful 
manner, the effects to which we have already adverted. No¬ 
thing in our opinion is more injurious than cheap medical schools, al¬ 
lowing, as they do, particularly when unrestrained by the necessity 
of classical education and long periods of study, many chances to 
the introduction into the profession of individuals, who ought from 
their standing in society and deficient education, to be excluded from 
the honours of the doctorate. Those who contributed in framing the 
plan of studies adopted in France, were probably aware of these°cir¬ 
cumstances. Had they not fixed a high price on instruction, or ra¬ 
ther on graduation, had they not required of the candidate degrees 
in other faculties, many would probably have been induced to °tudy 
medicine—many would have obtained a diploma, and with it have 
been entitled to practice, who were fitter to cultivate the land or 
work at some trade. By adopting their present system, on the con¬ 
trary, they have in a great measure secured admission to those only 
whose pecuniary means have enabled them to receive a good educa¬ 
tion, by which the faculties of the mind are early exercised and 
strengthened, and will not only prevent them from starving in 
the early part of their professional career, but also enable them to 
avoid the company of low and illiterate people, to mix with the more 
polished classes of society, and to govern themselves in their inter¬ 
course with the public generally, and with their fellow practitioners 
in particular, in accordance with the principles of sound morality and 
the feelings of amity and cordiality which are so strongly implanted 
in the bosom of every well-bred gentleman. Although we are willing 
to acknowledge that few men attain to eminence in the medical or 
in any other profession who have not their fortunes to make, we cannot 
help regarding pauper doctors—physicians belonging to the poorer and 
lower classes of the community, as a great nuisance, not only to the 
profession, but to the public at large; because, in consequence of their 
deficient education, they rarely acquire a sufficiently high standing, 
to obtain for them the advantages derived from professional intercourse 
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with their more polished and better instructed brethren, and because a 
uian who on entering business is destitute of the means of support or 
moves among the lower classes, is but too often induced, sometimes from 
sheer necessity and against his own inclination, at others, because he 
is undeterred by a sentiment of honour and a sense of th« di-nitv of 
h.s calling, to make a trade of his profession—to endeavour to iin 
business by making low charges—to play the quack-and to caress 
and humour the whims of the public, in order to creep into notice 
In our country we unfortunately see too many of these, not al¬ 
together on account of the cheapness of medical diplomas, for in 
some schools these arc expensive; but owing to the facility of gradu¬ 
ation m them all, though principally to the liberty which every one 
enjoys, in some states, of practising medicine without having received 

whichTn I t0 th8t effeCt ’ fr ? m com P etent authorities;—circumstances 
hich induce many to tender their services as practitioners of medi¬ 
an’ „ !7 S T °[ tHe deSirable dc S ree of Preliminary educa¬ 
tion, and sometimes without any medical or surgical instruction. Of 

these, one out of a hundred may, by dint of industry, emerge through 
the crowd of nullities by whom he is surrounded, and acquire a me¬ 
rited reputation for learning and practical skill; he may also, by vir¬ 
tue of an innate sentiment of honour, correctness of deportment; and 

aiido a f C fh° f feC ,n fif m tHe eStCEm “ nd coun,enance his brethren 
and of the respectable portion of the community; but the mass of such 

physicians will continue to grope in the dark, will never conduce to the 
improvement of their profession, but will become mere routine practi¬ 
tioners, and exercise their art, to the great detriment of the public 
and to the discredit of the profession. ^ 

ties V of F°rnn PaSS V??*** profess ° rs of the medical facul- 
ties °f France, and of the manner in which they are selected Pre¬ 
vious to the first revolution, there was, we believe, but one o'rder of 
professors in the various medical schools of the kingdom. These 
pro essors were appointed after a concents or public trial, by the king 
on the presentation of the judges, who consisted of the diancellof’ 
ilien there was one, (as at Montpellier, where the school of medicine 

dean hE d ’l 1 '7 properI y. in ‘he light of an university,) of the 

dean, and of a number of the professors. The chancellor, who was 
the chief of the school, was appointed directly by the king, without 
formality of a presentation. In those faculties, where there were 

d “>. »■!»«.... 

M hen, in 1794, the schools of Paris, Montpellier, and Strasburdi 
which, like all the other establishments of the kind, had been abolished 
a few years before, were reorganized, a professor and an adjunct were 



370 


Medical School of Paris. 


attached to each chair. In the progress of time, however, these ad 

f II .T? a r m,lated t0 the titulary professors. F™ this U 
followed that the number of these was doubled,- and that, as the 
number of chairs was not increased, except at Paris, where a pro 
fessorship of medical bibliography was created, there were in fact 
two professors for each chair. By the same law, ( 4 th Dec. 1794 ) 

ir:r; vere dir r ted to bc «,»»»«« ;!• 

public instruction, on the presentation of the commission of public 

X rioth Mav' n t Bnl la , W ° n that sub J ect > dated 11 Floreal, an 
nom 1 S’ 0 W “ d ' reCted that the Professors should be 
nominated by government, from among three candidates: the first of 

whom was presented by one of the classes of the Institute, the second 

sors o^Te^chool^Th" ° f ““ S ‘ UdiCS ’ and ** third b - v the P">fes- 
r'|, L . Tlns arran gement continued in force until the 

EirTrr ofthe ““ iv ^itybyNapoleon,on the 17thof 
March, 1808. By the decree of that date, it was ordered that, at the 
first formation of that gigantic establishment, the grand master should 
nominate to all the chairs in each of the faculties; but that at snbsU 
quent periods all vacancies occurring in them, should be filled bv in¬ 
dividuals selected after a public concours. y 

Shortly before the return of Napoleon from Elba, on the 17th of 
ebruan , 1815, a royal ordonnance, based on the report of a commis- 
appointed by government to inquire into the state of the instruction 
imparted in the medical schools of France, and to suggest the modi” 
float.ons required in those establishments, appeared in the Moniteur 
facuhv f t,n des . Lo “> by which the concours was abolished in the 

W, ,1 T e : ,CmC r f ,S- By this same °rd°nnance, it was or- 
dcred, that the professors should henceforward be selected from 

amon D four candidates, two of whom were presented for that purpose 
j the faculty, the other two by the academical council. BuUhis 
arbitrary change was not effected without eliciting an expression of 
disapprobation on the part of the entire faculties of MontJeUier and 
Strasburgh, which, in conjunction with the dean of the P farultv of 
‘T’ an r D S6Vera ! DdlVldual Professors attached to the medica/fa 

the oOth of March of the same year, this ordonnance was annulled bv 
an imperial decree, and the university was reestablished on the same 
footing as prior to the restoration of the Bourbons. But this decree 
nits turn, was repealed, and the ordonnance of 17 th of February 
1815, was reinforced in what relates to the subjects in question b/a 
royal decision, dated February, 1816. question, by a 

By the ordonnances of November, 1822, and February 1824 
which effected the dissolution of the old faculty, and the re^aniza- 
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tion °f the school of Paris; and by subsequent ordonnances, which 
occasioned similar changes in the schools of Montpellier and Stras 
burgh, a new arrangement was made in the board of teachers attached 
to these establishments, and in the mode of nominating them This 
arrangement consisted in appointing two sets of teachers— professors 
properly so called, and aggreges, or adjuncts. 

The mode of election by concurs was rejected for the former: but 
admitted for the latter. This occasioned at the time, and for along 
period after, much discontent among the members of the profession, 
and the medical journals were clamorous in their demands for the 

sclvc 3 P ° f 1C C ° UC0UrS f ° r * he se,cction of th e professors them- 

thauIemT.hid 3 TtV may bE all0 ' ved t0 «P»* the opinion, 
advan I Cll °? S,nS a P r ° fessor b y ^ours, Presents many 

advantages over the otlier, or that by presentation, but is not itself 

InnrfT J“ adv “ t,, 8 cs - , An individual > who is aware that he is to 
appear before a large and enlightened assembly, and that he must 

f°h qUeSti ° DS PUt t0 him b yj' ud = cs appointed for that 
purpose, that this severe trial is to be repeated several times, and in 

diversifi'T SS a • l iat t lC SUbjeCtS ° n Which he is t0 be examined are 
diversified in their nature; that independently of his examiners, a 

large concourse of individuals will judge of his capacity; such an in- 

unless a ' lT TrT 11 takevel 7S ood ca re not to present himself, 
unless well qualified on all the branches on which he is to be cx- 

ammed This proves a source of emulation to all those who aspire 
to the honour of the office to be filled, and the persons who make the 
final selection of the professor, are certain of choosing anions men 
who are qualified, and have given-public proofs of their capacity 
and learning. Add to this, that a bar is put to every thin-like 
favouritism; since the government, if it retains the power of the final 
decision, can only chose among the most distinguished of the candi¬ 
dates, and must, unless it tramples on every principle of justice, be 
guided iri its selection by the opinion of the judges. The method of 
selecting on simple presentation offers none of these advantages 
inasmuch as the candidates may often have given no public proof of 
capacity, and the choice may be made merely to gratify private feel¬ 
ings, or reward private services, and not in consequence of a decided 
superiority on the part of the successful candidate. 

Indeed, we shall not be easily induced to believe with Dr. Johmsto.v, 
that the voice of the public, and the wish of supporting character, will 
act sufficiently in preventing this abuse, (nomination of unqualified 
persons by interest and favour,) from.being carried too far; “ and that 
it is to be supposed that, in general, the council of instruction is too 
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enlightened, and too anxious to obtain the good opinion of the country, 
to allow, in many cases, power to triumph over merit.” The appoint- 

Timr m ? 82 ?’ ° f SeVCn 0r eight F-'ofessors, totally unqualified for 
tulfilling the duties of the responsible offices to which they were thus 
raised,is a sufficient proof of the disadvantage of the method by simple 
presentation. Nor is it to be supposed that such an occurrence, 
though happening at the time of the reorganization of the school, was 
not to be apprehended afterwards; for no effectual bar to a repetition 
ot it was established, and there is little doubt that had the plan then 
adopted, continued in operation, the selection of improper individuals 
would have frequently happened—a circumstance which could not 
lave resulted from the mode of selecting after a public concours. 

liveu in admitting that such effects were not to be feared from the 
method by presentation, and that those entrusted with the duty of pre¬ 
senting candidates, might always have been guided by principles of 
justice, it may be doubted whether they could always have had it in 
their power to discover among numerous competitors, such individuals 
as possessed all the qualifications requisite in a professor, or that 
they themselves would have been competent to decide on candidates 
to teach branches totally different in their nature from those entrusted 

to them. How, for example, could a professor of midwifery decide on 
the qualifications of a chemist, of a botanist, &c.? 

The concours is certainly more efficacious than this method, because 
every candidate gives a public specimen of his qualifications, of his 
learning, eloquence, talents in imparting his knowledge, &c. and be¬ 
cause a narrow field is offered for the operation of intrigue, coteries, 
personal antipathies, and partialities. “ II a Pavantnge de mettre au 
jour des talens qui peut-etre seraient demeures inconnus; il fait dis- 
tinguer surtout les qualites les plus necessaires ii un professeur; la 
nettete dans ^exposition, cette chaleur d'elocution qui s’empare des 
etudians, qu. les attache a la science.” The concours is, for the same 
reasons, superior to the mode of nomination by the directors, or 
trustees of a school; for these are not generally members of the 
profession, and cannot, therefore, judge of the qualifications of indi¬ 
viduals destined to teach one of the branches of that profession. They 
must rely on the opinion of the public, and we know that the public 
pronounce individuals to be great physicians, who are possessed of the 
slenderest talents and acquirements, and who would, therefore, make 
but poor professors; or they must rely on the opinion of the members 
ot the faculty, or of physicians generally. But in the first case, the 
disadvantages and difficulties to which we have alluded when speak¬ 
ing of the mode by presentation, would inevitably result—in the 
second, men too advanced in age would be regarded as the fittest; for 
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few physicians would feel sufficiently free from jealously and antipathy 
to recommend for so high a station, individuals younger than Lm 
selves, or even of their own standing—there bein°- jn wno , , 

position in the elderly members of the profession to look down^vi'th 
a sort of contempt on the,r younger brethren, without appearing 
be aware of the fact, that all improvements in the science have b°een 
effected by physicians in the prime of life, and that the best professors 
are to be sought among the enthusiastic, zealous, active-Ln nth 
words, never among the old. ’ actlve ~ ln °‘>>er 

fromLme 1 l^v^ concours is not free 

posure, and a ready mode of answering questions^ n aIT 
who are endowed by nature with i i n a ' oril > 

will often show to much greater ad antafe in a not lmpUllencc ’ 
tlian persons of ten tinfes mre aTe^to but 
diffident of their own powem. Another^£ 
the natural unwillingness of persons who have atoeady secured 
some reputation and fame, by their writings or intercourse witJ 
society, to enter into competition with younger l eS n , 
more active and ready individuals, and thereby run ^ 

lostng both. Some disadvantage may also arise from th * ° f 
tiality of judges; but it is easy to guard against this bv ■■ I 'T’ 
concours public, and composing the jury? which ought to be" in part 
selected by the candidates themselves, not only of professors of^hn 

latter “’Onth “ 77l ^ ° f ""t at,ached to the 

latter. On the whole, however, neither this disadvantage, nor the 

sented by the other mTthods. Uded ’ ** C ° mparel1 with 1,105(5 P«- 
But we return from this digression. If affor 

■ 7 m0dc bjr P resen tation, were in some measure ob¬ 

viated by the fact, that after the first nominations, in virtue of which 

Park 1 " 7 U , n<|UallhCd in dividuals got admittance into the school of 
ans, professors were chosen only from among the aggrSggs who 
as we have seen, were appointed after a public concoj? ’ 

tio ^ rr 7 TM" ? §ard ‘° theSE a - r °S«, and the organiza- 
f , b ° dy °f subordinate professors being rather complicated 

we^MM K a i Para " Cl a ’ iy BC,1 ° 01 With wl,ich we are acquainted’ 
subjt? Afto 'd it XCnSed far „ dWellin g a moments on the 
that h n f d “ mS h ' S ’ We Sha11 P resent an outline of the changes 
that have been effected in the mode of selecting professors since the 
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revolution of July, 1830, and terminate with some remarks on the 
body of professors, their pay, and the duties assigned to them. 

At the period of the formation of the new school, at Paris, in 1823 
v/en j- our aggreges were appointed by government. But the full 
number of these attached to the school amounted to thirty-six; the 
twelve additional ones, whose duties were to commence three years 
after, being directed by the ordonnance of the 2 d of February, 1823 
to be elected by rancours, before the completion of the first schofas’- 
tic jear. In virtue of this decision they were chosen on the 19th of 
November, 18 .. 0 , and definitively nominated in July of the next 
year. Those first appointed were divided into three sections, each 
„ «shall,« pre „„ tlj . iMo ^ 
nes. Tlie whole body was divided into three classes: 1 st. The sla 
graves comprising those lately elected, who during three years were 
not called upon to perform any duty. 2 d. Aggreges tn exercise 
or those who performed duty, or were liable to be called upon for 
that purpose—to supply the place of a professor-take part in the 
examinations, &c. Ihe.rpenod ofdutyextended to sixyears—one-half 
of their number being renewed every three years. The third class 
comprised an unlimited number of aggreges -all those who had be- 
come/rre, after passing through the two first grades, denominated in 

snSi'Tt T me- At the peri ° d ° f the first ,br ' nati °» 

the school, the twenty-four aggreges who were then appointed were 

fhT £d n°if "r 6 ! f ° rthWlth 0 " d “ tj ’ en excrcis e, and it was directed 
that one-half of their number, whose names would be drawn by lot. 

should be renewed at the expiration of three years. It was further 

ordered, that the subsequent renewals should be effected in such a 
way, hat at each of them twelve new aggreges would be elected and 
enter the stage, twelve would be ready to perform duty, passeraient en 
exercise, and twelve would become/ree. The aggreges of the three 
classes had equal and the exclusive right of becoming candidates for 

vl I 3 '? 1 1 “ r ThC “«*** * “"Cise were di¬ 

vided into three sections— 1 st, medicine; 2 d, sorcery 3 d acces 

sory sciences. The first of these comprehended te = n-name’ly, two' 
for pathology one for hygiene, one for therapeutics, four for the cli¬ 
nic 3 , one for legal medicine, and one without any special branch. 
The section of surgery was composed of eight aggreges—pathology 
two, operations and dressings one, clinics three, midwifery one, mid- 
wifery clinic one. The section of the accessory sciences consisted of 
six-of whom one vvas attached to anatomy, one to phvsiology, one 
o medical natural philosophy, one to chemistry, one to'medical na¬ 
tural history, and one to pharmacologia. It results, therefore, that 
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every three years, five aggros for the first section, four for the se 
coni], and three for the th.rd were elected, unless some promotion to 
a professor’s chair took place from among the ag^re^s “ ‘ 

wha-li case the vacancy thus occasioned was filled by the el T" 
of an additional aggrege. y the electlon 

The aggrdges were alone allowed to deliver private lectures This 
privilege was enjoyed by the three classes, the stagiaires those ™ 
exercise, and the free; and no authority could deprive them of it 
cept by virtue of a decision of the council of the tlnive Jit, WehZ 
said that after the first formation of the school, the situation of 
grege could only be obtained after a concours- to this it is n 

po«er of giving, with the approbation of the faculty, of the council 
of the academy, and of the royal council, the title of free a-rege to 
doctors in medicine or surgery, who had attained the forthfth year 
of the rage, and who had distinguished themselves by their writings 
ur by their success in the profession. The number of those could noT 

however, exceed ten, and they only enjoyed the nrivileiro cn • ’ 

candidates for the chairs of clinicf 

S3’ T,""P" T'Z 

school. I hose who were required to lecture for n ‘ . - 

ed from the latter a sum equivalent to one-half the ^ JLa™ 

The followingis an account of the rp<nilit;„„„ „r,i. 

b - r r ” St 

public prints, the aspirant, who was required to be a Frenrl, e 
birth, and to have attained the twenty-fifth vear of his n man { 

his name to be inscribed at the bureau of the i'acolt 1 f e > caused 

at the same time, 1st, his diploma of doctor to me^t P ° '" g therE 
2d, his certificate of birth; 3d, a certificate of good conduct amU?] 
morals, signed by the mayor and confirmed by the prefect of th P B H° d 

by the rector, attest,ng that he had not been instrumental in ciStin! 
addresses on the public roads, &c. and had not sold secretSS 
A few candidates, (not more than three for each conco,, r«T d 
dispensed, by the grand master with the advice of the faculty in Jr ? 

"VI: “ d , ■“ 

rSm._sVs" • " a-'" 5 tte d,i ” « f 
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candidate, closed the list definitively and forwarded it to the dean, who 
two weeks before the commencement of the examinations, gave no¬ 
tice to the candidates of their being admitted to take part in these. 
The board of examiners was composed of at least seven members and 
a president, who had the casting vote in case of an equal division. 
They were all named by the minister of public instruction. Some of 
the judges could be chosen from among physicians not attached to 
the faculty; but there was always required to be a majority of pro¬ 
fessors. Three judges were appointed to supply the place of the 
others in case of absence from sickness or other causes. Five judges, 
independently of the president, could pronounce in regard to the 
merits of an aggrege, and to his claim to election, or the reverse. The 
names of the candidates were called over on the day and at the hour 
fixed upon for the concours; those who were absent at that time being 
excluded from the examinations. The candidates could reject any of 
the judges, but were obliged at the same time to state their reasons 
for doing so; the remainder of the judges being authorized in pro¬ 
nouncing whether or not the reasons assigned were of sufficient 
weight to justify the rejection. In case the decision of the board was 
unfavourable to the candidate, he could still appeal to the royal council. 
Two relatives of the candidate, uncles, brothers, or first cousins, 
could not sit as judges or supplemcntaries at the same concours. 
The rank among the candidates was determined by the priority of 
their admission to the honours of the doctorate. 

The concours was divided into three parts. 1st. Medicine. 2d. 
Surgery. 3d. Accessory sciences. The principal exercises had refer¬ 
ence to these three objects, and the candidates were accordingly di¬ 
vided into three series. When the interest of the school required it, 
the royal council, at the request of the faculty, established special 
exercises for each of the accessory sciences. 

Each part of the concours was composed of three exercises. 1st. A 
written composition. 2d. An oral lesson. 3d. A thesis. 

Of the written composition .—Three questions prepared by the 
judges were thrown into an urn, from which the oldest candidate 
drew out the one to be proposed. This beingdone, all the candidates 
were shut up in a room, under the superintendance of two of the 
judges, and were there required to compose a dissertation in Latin on 
the subject stated in the question proposed. After a period of from five 
to eight hours, during which they were not allowed to communicate 
with any one, or consult any books, they deposited their compositions, 
to which they previously affixed their signature, into a box, which the 
president sealed up. This first exercise was not public. Those 
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that followed took place in the lecture room and in presence of all 
who were willing to attend. presence oi all 

Of the Oral lesson —The judges designated as many subjects as 
there were candidates. Each of these drew one of the ’subjects and 
prepared upon ,t a lecture of three-quarters of an hour in duration and 
or he compos,bon of which he was allowed three full days. During 
e ecture only simple notes could be made use of. Several of these 
lectures occupied the attention of the judges during each sitting 
SS “ S : d th !? «“»■ After this exercise of the LTtSS 

OflheZ P ° -n read ° Ut b >' tl,eir res pective authors, 
ffpw ^ t/iesij. • r|, e judg es designated as many subjects as there 
were cand'datesj each of whom drew one on which he was obliged to 
mnpose and pnnt at his own expense, a thesis in Latin. Of This 

He dl! ‘T SC,lt t0 the S rand master ’ a » d °ne to each of 
nlact null T Can<1 .‘ dates ‘ llrce da J 3 Prior to its defence. This took 
fects we 1 r T ‘f r ' a ° f tWelve ,la - vs f rom the moment the sub- 
imonn- th d,str ‘ bu ed ‘ f |le -argumentation was conducted in Latin 
S wl r , , ThC threC b ° UrS " hich t,ds exercise occu- 

e , , ln S “ cb a " a - V ’ that eacl1 candidate discussed the 
f die ea, • 1% ™ and more than one hour, 

to ke n Itn d T nUmCr ° US ’ onl * six allowed at one time 

ufficient numb ° U the COntra ^ "as not a 

umcient number of them to occupy the three hours, the president 

Whe°n tl° f thCjm ' S r’ 0r the dean ’ t0 ar S ue " ith tbe oxi¬ 
dates. \V hen the argumentation took place among the latter, it al- 

diailv°a r fter enC ri'th 1 ' 1 thc ° ne who " as to his thesis imme- 

^ , v , In tblS “rgonjontation the disputants could attack the 

offered to tt T “ tbes,s - the Motions which the authorhad 
ITered to the questions proposed. They could likewise propose other 

rrsi't j "‘ ‘"'” i * nd “'" b “*»““•»» «*» 

ma j ority of the w hole, those they considered entitled to preference^ 
he minu es of the operations of the concours, after being signed by 
a 1 the judges, were forwarded to the grand master. The nomina 
turns might be impugned by the unsuccessful candidates, but only on 

addressed^ to t h Vl ° lati01 ; ° f lllC P rescribed forms. These appeals were 
addressed to the grand master, judged by the royal council and 

could not be received after the tenth day following'the termination 

aen he mv-l- C0U 7 Z 1? m ° rC bei " S a " 0wed for ever .v twenty Ieagles 
V m 3' Tlam etres,) from the place where the faculty was'situated 
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The final nomination of tiie candidate did not take place before the 
expiration of this term, or the rejection of the appeals, (reclama¬ 
tions.) Whenever the nomination was annulled, the concours was 
gone over once more, but only among the same candidates. 

It is from among the aggrdges, and from them alone, that the profes¬ 
sors were selected by the grand master—the choice being made out of 
six candidates, three of whom were presented by the assembly of the 
faculty, and three by the academic council. In these presentations 
the professors and aggreges of the other medical faculties of the king¬ 
dom might be included. 

It has already been remarked, that the disadvantages of the me¬ 
thod of appointing professors on presentation was somewhat obviated 
by selecting them only from among the aggreges, who were obliged be¬ 
fore obtaining this situation to pass through the ordeal of a concours. 
These disadvantages were not all obviated, however, for as only very 
young men, who are as ill-suited as old men to undertake the respon¬ 
sible office of public teachers, were likely to feel disposed to submit 
to these public trials, the selection of professors would almost inva¬ 
riably have been made from among the junior members of the profes¬ 
sion unless vacancies had not occurred soon in the faculties, and the 
aggreges had thereby had time to advance in age. The other alterna¬ 
tive would have been in case of a vacancy in a chair of clinic, to se¬ 
lect one of the aggreges who had been elected without the formality 
of the concours, by virtue of the right vested to that effect in the grand 
master of the university. But in that case the advantages of the con¬ 
cours would have been annulled,- for if some individual could be ap¬ 
pointed to a professorship without undergoing the trials of a public con¬ 
cours, where was the necessity of requiring these trials of others? But 
as every three years an addition was made to the number of these 
subordinate professors, there would always have been a large number 
of young candidates for every vacancy that occurred in the facul¬ 
ties, and intrigue, influential protection, and a thousand other causes, 
miglu have induced the faculty in which such vacancy occurred, as 
well as the academic council, to present, and the government to 
select one of them in preference to an older, and more experienced, 
and more worthy competitor. It might also have happened, and did 
actually happen, on several occasions, as in the appointment of M. 
Ckuveilhier, to supply the vacancy occasioned by the death of 
Beclard, and of M. Moreau as successor of Desormeaux, 
that with a view to please the government, the faculty or the acade¬ 
mic council would place at the head of the list of presentation an 
individual agreeable to the former, and thus give an apparent sane- 
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tion to the preference of him over more deserving candidates This 
circumstance was particularly to be feared at an earl v period after 
the reorgamzat'on of the schools; since the majority of the memb s 
of the faculties were mere tools in the hands of government and the 
greater number ot aggrfiges had been appointed director bv thela 

Z\'r T " ”” '"'P 1 " 1 -distinguished £ u l 

. to ruling po.er j lo J, t ... 

Physicians who had attained a certain de-ree nf ‘ . 

tinners, who had acquired considerable reputation by their writin-Tor 
as lecturers, could not feel disposed to enter in competition 
men at a minor concours, who, nevertheless, might have made excel 0 
cises^r^ 380 ^’ a, “ "'° Uld WI,lin S I J r have gone through all the exer- 
a faculty, ‘ ” 

was u ;ius |edto r,V f°r aC , C0 *° ‘ hem ’ at the time that it 

Physio whl^e 8 etaSTo 8 ; dV* ^ P ~ d the 

1“-VT ac '. . ,hc habit 

corded these privileges, at the 

mdividuals unknown as writers, lecturers or evnl ’. t0 some 

The monopoly, therefore, remained for V aS P ractltl oners. 

adopted, in the hands of a few who in the^ommM^r'n t .° theplan 
appointed by government; and Z 

sure to be made from amon- these until no ‘ r?, * chairs was 

promoted. On the whole then, we’ believe that the old nl^Tf ‘° ** 
professors themselves by concours is the he=f ,1 1 P T of electln g 
f« preferable ,l« ^ 

substituted in 1823 . ’ even *° ^ le one 

talents and information, and would one day ha°ve°bernm ° f 
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obtained the situation through means of protection and intrigue. The 
result in question would have been greatly enhanced by the training 
they underwent during the period of the exercise. Nothing can we be” 
lieve point out more forcibly the excellence of the plan and method 
of instruction pursued in the schools of France, than the fact that 
young men recently from the benches of the lecture rooms can place 
themselves on the list of candidates, and go through the whole of the 
exercises with considerable aplomb, and often with .success. We fear 
that a similar result would not often be obtaiued in our medical schools, 
from which young graduates issue with a comparatively small stock 
of theoretical, and generally without the least practical knowledge. 
Clever as many of the members of the profession in America become 
as practitioners after a few years attendance on the sick, we are in¬ 
clined to think that few among them would acquit themselves with 
honour of the arduous duties to which the aggrdges of France were 
subjected. The medical education obtained in this country is too su¬ 
perficial, and in general our habits of study are too desultory, to al¬ 
low us to look forwards for any other results. We cannot help think- 
ing that our schools, and even the science of medicine among us, 
would be much improved were a number of aggreges or adjuncts to 
be appointed, and were the selection of professors to be made from 
among them. So far we have nothing of the sort, and if we mistake 
not, the few adjunct professorships in our schools give no additional 
claim to the chair when the latter becomes vacant. But as things 
now stand the arrangement is perhaps the most proper, as these situ¬ 
ations are obtained, not after public trials, but through protection and 
favouritism. Some private associations of lecturers in our country are 
viewed by many as the legitimate nursery of professors. But we con¬ 
fidently hope, that those who have charge of nominations will never 
regard the subject in this light. It would be encouraging monopoly, 
since the vacancies occurring in these institutions are filled, not after 
a concours , where all physicians would be admitted as candidates, but 
by a simple appointment made by the existing members. The whole 
power is placed in the hands of a few individuals who are likely to be 
guided in the choice of their future colleague, more by friendly feel¬ 
ings and interest, than by the consideration of talents. Whenever the 
chance of admission is not equal for all, the pretensions of these in¬ 
stitutions, of being the source whence professors are to be obtained, 
should be discountenanced, for if once admitted, it might establish 
claims, or confirm pretensions, that might hereafter be productive of 
incalculable mischief, and even transfer the right of appointment 
from its legitimate source to others, or at least render it a nullity. 
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Imjwiani, however, as we may regard the addition of those ae ere^ 
to the regular members of the medical faculties of F-m™ l • 

sors themselves were elected, we do not wish to , f , 
bestowing praise on every detail of the organisation of ftalb^dv' 
There was indeed a point in which it would . that h°dy- 

and which would have tended to defeat the obiect f' *1* lailei1, 
were instituted. It has already been^sSt that Sven ' 
were added every three years to the number alreadv existijf £ 
sides this, all the vacancies occurring pUKoi.; “ e 

resignation, *c. were 

resulted as a natural consequence of this eirrnmoi .1 ^ 

course of some years, the numberofZl "lm T “ ** 

SSSSSS'SflS 

been no greater than that enjoyed before bv the ' , " d have 

would then often have been just as nmrh ,1,‘ ° ,,, 1 choicp 

management, as if the candidate had been ^elec tS fSm‘d “ r 
the physicians within the precincts of the academy and th^oth * 88 ° f 
vileges attached to the situation would have ceased tri l ! r P T 
vantage, since they would have been enjoyed bv all in f ™,r 
would have been just as if there had bee 7 „o a^L ex C ent 
ever, that to become a professor it » n „M 1.’ pt ’ ho ' v ‘ 

instead of one as formerly We snsnoet 1 . ’ p esen * a tion, 

fewer applicants would have appeared than-there were plncoLTo bo 

saS’ rol i S , CVerity ° f the exercises have been n ces 
sanl^ relaxed, in order to ensure the admission of as nianv™, 

dates as were required bylaw to fill the twelve places of the »? "" 
for it would have proved an awkward position 0 have had a 
ciency in the number of these. It would hive 1 \ , , defii 

metry of the whole arrangement and not ner the s >’ m ' 

affording substitutes for Those whose termof dutyl.adexpTed'xh^ 
actually took place in one of the provincial faculties r ! , 8 

deed, before the last revolution,'the numbe^se 
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Pans, and in the other faculties, was too large, and the source whence 
candidates to vacancies in the schools were to be derived had been 
too much extended, so that, in the choice for a professor, the ad¬ 
ministration was left too large a field for the exercise of its partiali¬ 
ties, which could not help falling often, as it occasionally did, on the 
less worthy individuals. 

Such was the organization of the faculty and the mode of electing 
professors when the revolution of July, 1830, broke out In our last 
communication we stated that by the ordonnance of Louis Philip, 

ate the 5th of October, which revoked the obnoxious ordonnances 
o 1822 and 1823, it was ordered that vacancies occasioned by the 
death of some of the old professors, who were reinstated in their 
chairs, should be filled, as formerly, by a public concours. It re¬ 
mains now to state, that the same formality was enjoined in all sub- 
sequent elections. This measure, which was demanded by a con¬ 
siderable majority of the profession, not only as a matter of right, be¬ 
cause it had been established by law and abolished illegally by an 
ordonnance, but also as the most proper to ensure the admission into 
the faculty of men of talents, and the exclusion of ignorant pretend¬ 
ers, was, however, opposed by some who preferred the mode by pre¬ 
sentation by others again who advocated the method of simple nomi¬ 
nation, by the academic council, by general election among all the 
p lysicians of the place, &c. But the partisans of these methods were 
tew in number in comparison with those who advocated that by con - 
cours, a circumstance which doubtless contributed in confirming the 
government in the idea of prescribing the latter in all vacancies^hat 
might subsequently occur in the faculties. 

But before we proceed any farther we must be allowed to correct 
an error which crept into our last article. It is there stated, that in 
consequence of the changes effected in the faculty of Paris by the or¬ 
donnance of October, 1 830, the body of the aggr^ges was necessarily 

suppressed. tVeshouldmerelyhavestatedthattliepnn/egesconceded 

to these supplementary professors-of being alone allowed to deliver 
private lectures and the only class eligible to professorships, both of 
which were violently opposed as unjustifiable monopolies and as pre¬ 
venting emulation, were suppressed by that ordonnance. 

The body itself, thus shorn of its obnoxious privileges, and reduced 
m its functions to supplying the place of absent professors, and to a 
participation in the examinations, was retained. 

“, C '7 te in “ n *” t0 usc the '“"guaee of the Duke of Broglie, in his report 
'ing, ofirc dc grands avantages sans aucun inconvenient: les concours 
par lesquels on y parvient mettent au jour les talens naissans; ils foumissent d 
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la faculty des sujets qu. se formant sous la direction de professeurs expcrimen 
tcs, deviendront d’cxcaiens candidats pour lea concours am chaires et 
n excluront pas cepemlant ecu* qui auraient pu se former par d'autres moyens- 
.1 n est par indifferent non plus que ces jeunes aggrtges assisted aux Cxamens 
des docteurs, et que par lc mode de rotation etabli, ils changed successive- 
m-nt, tandis que le corps de professeurs demeure permanent; c’est une sur 
vcdlance bonne i excrcer sur la sCverit,: des examens et qui aura mime in- 
dircctcroent de 1 influence sur les cours, car les Clamens, Ies questions que 
1 on y fail, les reponses que l’on obtient, sont un excellent move,, de s'assurer 
que les lefons des professeurs suivent les progres de la science, et que les 
cahicrs une fois prepares, ne demeurent par la base des cours, lorsque des 
decouvertes importantes ont change les doctrines qui en faisaient le fond.” 


But while reestablishing the concours for all the chairs in the fa¬ 
culties of medicine or France, (for the minister states, in his report 
to the king, from which we have made the preceding extract, that the 
principles on which the projected ordounance, that of the 5th of 
October, is based, must be equally applicable to the schools of 
ontpellier and Strasburgh,) the government introduced some modi- 
ncations in the mode of conducting it. The argumentation is omitted, 
on the plea, that in the heat of the debate, candidates are sometimes 
carried beyond the bounds of decorum. Among the elements on 
which the judges are to establish their decision, a discussion on the 
anterior services and writings of each candidate is introduced. The 
trials at a concours for the chairs of clinic are in great measure limited 
to the above discussion, and to a few other exercises of a very triflin- 
character. The whole exercises are gone through in French, and 
government, in order to place things on the old footing, gives up the 
right or selection from among several candidates; a right which was 
held by the former government in the concours for the an-re^es 

The following will present a full view of the regulations”of the 
concours. 


Section l.—Composition of the Jury of the Concours. 
^I'cfeUtTheju^ of the concours is composed, 1st, of eight professors of 
the faculty of medicine of Paris; 2d, of four doctors in medicine or surgery, or 
academicians who are not professors of the faculty, and who are selected in a 
manner presently to be mentioned, in the Royal Academy of Medicine, in the 
Academy of Sciences, or among the physicians and surgeons of the hospitals. 

Article 2d. The judges selected from among the professors, are, 1st, for the 
chairs of natural philosophy, chemistry, medical natural history, pharmacy, and 
rnatena medica; the professors attached to these chairs, and in addition to them 
the professors of anatomy, physiology, hygiene, and legal medicine. 

stc~t^r o Vw Chair V f SUrffiCal Clinic a " d 5UrBical P athol °gy- operations, oh- 
stetr.es, of obstetric chnic, and of anatomy; the professors attached to these 

chairs, less one of surgical clinic, who will be excluded by lot 
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HSfS=lsi£i 
fits=§=§£= 

thow ZeWcTT 7 ’ PhySi0,0Ey> and sur B>cal clinics and pa- 

tions of that body Tire nf ih™ c m the corresponding section or sec- 
surgeons X,, Iff" n"j.l~ 

S~=KSSSa£=S 

assi-srss 

- • | '. r ■. „ aai .,j:„ 

«'“• ‘1 »■ r- 

... , SECT,0:f n.—O/tfe Conditions required of Candidate. 
ch^ n;, tc ;: r : , ; r ' 0 d beCn,i ; , : d . , ° Prescnt M - a candidate toa 

tor in surgery. P ’ « and cither a doctor m medicine or a doc- 


, 0!f In —°/«c rr,o6 o//ie Coneours. 

Ut TlL C ? nC0U ” is COm P° scd of fee kinds of exercises or trials.- 
assembly of he b d " ^ “* rior ^ ° f cach candidate, made at an 
fully discussed. JU * *" ^ WlUCh thc ment of his writin S s and sendees is 
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2d. A printed dissertation handed in to the jury twenty days h.f™.» 
mg of the concours, and the subject of which consists in tren , the ° pcn ‘ 

Asputed chair and on the plan and method that should be adopted^ Tea cl’ 6 
ing the particular branch. ^ ct * ,n te^ch- 

3d. A written answer to a question drawn bv lot and wM-i, • 
all the candidates, made in a close room, (a hufs Cos Tind during T 

time which is the same for all. The candidate „(>*.. ^. a s P ace 

and read their compositions at an assembly of the jury far 5 C °' nC rota,lon - 

, room of one of the clinical hospitals of the faculty, after the visit of 
some patients selected by the juiy. 7 1 f 

m ' The lccturcs »rc an hour in duration-they must be oral and the 
candidates cannot make use of any other than simple notes. 

Sectiojt IV. Of the Judgment of the Concours. 

Jlrtidc 10/A. Immediately after the last sitting of the concours the 
assemble and elect by secret ballot, and by a majority of the who’le the sue 

haTri , N ‘ nC C ° nS,itU,C 1 qUOrUm - In — ofequal division, t e ! 
s.dent has the castmjf vote. The judgment is immediately announced to Te 

hcmtTeltd^TfTTTces' 0UinS * ^ ^ ° P »em- 

Ench of the professors received, and we believe continues to re¬ 
move, a fixed salary of three thousand francs, besides ten francs for 
every examinat.on at which he is present. The president at the 
last examination, (thesis,) receives fifteen francs. Every professor 
" ho is designated to be present at any art of the faculty, and absents 

Ti'Z r T, e ° fthC ‘ lean ’ ‘ S flnCl1 - If he abscnts Wmself 

• ithout leave, and does not perform his duties at the school, he loses 
his salary during the whole time of his absence. Professors who in 
ieir lectures, discourses, or in their social intercourse, disregard the 
respect due to religion, morality, or government, or in any scandal¬ 
ous way compromises his reputation or the honour of the faculty is 
referred by the dean to the academic council, and the latter, acco'rd- 
ing to the extent of the offence, pronounces either his suspension 
from duty or h.s final expulsion. The punishments to which the 
professors are amenable, are, 1st, arrests; 2d, reprimand in presence 
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of the academic council; 3d, censure in presence of the council of 
the university; 4th, transfer to an inferior office; 5th, suspension 
from their functions for a fixed period, with or without a total or par¬ 
tial privation of their emoluments; 6th, leave of retirement before 
the time of emeritus, with emoluments lower than the pension allowed 
under the latter circumstance; rth, erasure from the list of mem¬ 
bers of tne university. This is a most severe punishment, as it pre¬ 
vents the individual subjected to it from ever filling an office in any 
of the public departments. 

Two weeks before the commencement of the scholastic year, each 
professor submits for the examination of the faculty the programme of 
his course. Each of the courses must be completed before the termi¬ 
nation of the year, the faculty determining, before the commence¬ 
ment of the lectures, the duration of each course. The general pro¬ 
gramme is then published and posted up. 

The dean of the faculty is chosen every five years by the grand 
master of the university from among the professors. His fiinctions 
are revocable. He is the chief of the faculty; and is charged with 
the administration and police of that body. He superintends the ex¬ 
penditures; calls and presides over the meetings of the faculty; ap¬ 
points all the committees; orders when necessary the suspension of a 
course; and has the casting vote in case of a division of sentiment re¬ 
specting nominations, presentations, &c. Independently of his emo¬ 
luments as professor, the dean receives a salary of three thousand 
francs per annum. The faculty appoints every year two of its mem¬ 
bers to aid him in fulfilling his functions, to supply his place in case 
of absence, &c. 

To this account of the members of the faculty, it remains to add, 
that when on duty the professors were obliged to wear peculiar cos¬ 
tumes. Those costumes were two in number, the one richer than the 
other. The first of these was only worn on grand occasions, and con¬ 
sisted in the following articles: 1st, a black, French fashioned coat; 
2d, a crimson satin robe with black silk facings; 3d, a cambric cra¬ 
vat with long ends falling in front of the chest; 4th, crimson silk cap 
ornamented with a gold band; the dean’s cap had two; 5th, crimson 
silk breeches trimmed with ermine. The second, or little costume, 
was worn only at the private meetings of the school. It differed from 
the other only in the robe, which is made of black etamine, with 
crimson silk facings; the rest of the dress was the same. When the 
members of the faculty assembled together to transact business, they 
had at their orders a beadle, dressed with a black coat and a cloak 
of same colour, and carrying a silver mace. In their lectures, how- 



Medical School of Paris. 387 

ever, the professors did not adhere very strict] v to <l,„ i 

'••"““"S «».v -C 2 Wf , f c 

a common black suit, without robe or can ami „ 
that any of them wore crimson breeches " P '™' 1 

We are now met with a question on which tlie ingenuity of wri 
ters on medical-institutions has been exercised and on , 
believe opinions are diversified. Whether the’ plan of all ‘ 
regular salaries to the professors of medical faculties i • 

E*'. 1 ™ >»* I« ran. loses all ,l« fj n 

lation and activity he displayed in the berinnin^- while nn .1 

contrary, a man who knows that his emoluments’depe . 2 e 
number ot h,s pupils, strives to render his courseTtte" a„ d 
more attractive every year. All this is, to a certain extent 
ery true; but it would be easy to point out instances in America 
where the very reverse of these results occur-where rcmlarlv n i,‘ 
teachers, (in other departments of knowledge,) perform their duty with 
praiseworthy zeal and talent, and where, on the other hand leirt, 
whose emoluments are derived from students attending their lectures" 
have from a knowledge that the purchase of their tickets is essential for 
graduation, or from other causes, become negligent in the evt. 
and have finally performed their duty in a manner little creditab^to 
themselves or profitable to their class. ‘ 6 to 

The system of regular salaries ensures the power on the part of the 
i“ 0n ; tu CDforC %°" P r0 lessors the performanceTf , e 

duty and the observance of the rules of the school a noim „„ , i.- 1 
much difficulty will often be experienced when the other system’!' 
adopted. Besides, in France the emoluments of the professors arc not 
limited to a fixed salary, which we are willing to admit would be at¬ 
tended with some inconvenience. They have, as we have seen 1 
eventual pay, as it is called there, arising from Graduation and 
mination fees, &c. The result of this is, that the teachers'are as m'udi 
intci ested in making their lectures attractive and instructive as those 

of ourown schools, while the regular salaries they receive nlaeetl 

effectually under the surveillanceam\ direction of the^dmfnbtratio™* 3 

1 they had no other sources of emolument Were this suneiHan ** 

and this subjection of the faculty productive of no other result than that 

i/woun" r S a F e f S a " d P rc ' ,es3ors from countenancing quackery 
it would show the advantage tliat may accrue from it. 1 ’ ’ 
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But other advantages of the plan of regular salaries can be 
pointed out. It ensures in small schools a sufficient compensa¬ 
tion to the professors, without which they cannot be expected to de¬ 
vote that time and attention to their lectures which is absolutely ne¬ 
cessary for success; and in large schools it ensures the latter a source 
of profit which may be applied to the improvement of the building, to 
the establishment of clinical wards, and in various other ways. 
If we examine what happens in our country, we shall find that in 
the small schools, the professors are obliged, in order to live, to go 
through all the drudgery of the profession, and have often no time 
to read and prepare their lectures; and 2d, that few men of talents 
will leave their practice in one city to join a school in another part 
of the country. We find that in large schools, on the contrary, the 
professors receive emoluments comparatively disproportionate to the 
services they render, and naturally enough oppose the introduction 
of any modfficatton, which though likely to benefit considerably 
the cause of instruction, would curtail them of some portion of 
their receipts. In such cases the schools themselves are depriv- 
ed of a source of revenue that might be applied more usefully than in 
enriching a few individuals, who often finally lose the zeal they mHit 
have at first displayed. In our opinion, the most effectual stimulus 
to emulation, among professors, wherever a system of remuneration 
similar to ours prevails, will be found in the existence of rival insti¬ 
tutions, m different sections of the country. Where this incite¬ 
ment to exertion does not exist, on the contrary, apathy will soon 
succeed to zeal in the professors, and efforts'at excellence will 
seldom be made by them. 

While entertaining these views on the subject, however, we 
willingly admit, that in our country, so long as the present laws 
respecting the practice of medicine continue in force, the plan 
of having professors paid by schools, would, instead of proving 
beneficial, be attended with bad effect, especially if the lectures 
were gratuitous; because young men who at present cannot afford 
to study medicine at all, would be enabled to do so for a few months, 
free of expense, and would then practice without license, and with 
only a smattering of knowledge. Be this as it may, however, it is 
certain that the plan adopted in France, in relation to the mode of 
selecting professors, is better than the one pursued in Great Britain 
and America, and we terminate this article with the expression of the 
hope that some beneficial changes may take place before long on that 
point, in the medical colleges of both countries. R. LA R. 



